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COMMITTEE ON VANDALISM 


FINAL REPORT 


INTRODUCTION 


The Committee on Vandalism was formed as an ad hoc committee of the 
Board of the Social Planning and Research Council of Hamilton and Dis- 
trict in May 1977. The purpose for the committee was to include the 
examination of the problems of and factors influencing the incidence of 
vandalism in the Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth. After an 
examination of the problems of vandalism, the exploration of various al- 
ternatives to deal with this serious social and criminal problem were to 


be documented. 


The committee completed its first phase in June 1978. This phase invol- 
ved the collection of information, community opinion, descriptions of 
the work regarding the problem of vandalism undertaken by other commu- 
nities and police department statistics regarding the nature of the 
problem. From the information collected the committee members were able 
to form a subjective analysis of vandalism. The work and opinions of 
the committee members is described in their interim report: An Analysis 


of Vandalism in Hamilton-Wentworth (June 1978). 


Phase two for the Committee on Vandalism included a public awareness 
approach. Many different community groups invited committee members to 
discuss the nature of the problem and what can be done about the problem 
of vandalism. Two different approaches were used by the committee and 
are described in this report. One approach utilized a values education 


perspective while the other dealt with a sharing of information. 
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In November 1978, the committee began to lock at the feasibility of 
sponsoring a workshop on vandalism. The goal was identified as one of 
involving the community in discussing and implementing alternatives to 
reduce the problem of vandalism. The primary target group for partici- 
pation in the workshop was seen as leaders of organizations in the 


community. 


Based on the results of a marketing survey which indicated a positive 
interest in having a workshop the decision was made to proceed. The 
Board of Directors of the Social Planning and Research Council endorsed 
the committee's recommendation to sponsor a one-day workshop which 
would look at causes, how to reduce vandalism, who are the vandals, pre- 


vention and action taken in other communities. 


The Committee on Vandalism concluded its work in December 1979 with the 
release of this, its final report. The report will be distributed to 
all those in attendance at the Vandalism Workshop as well as interested 
community groups. The report includes several recommendations. The 
committee hopes to see a "Neighbourhood-Based Program Committee” es- 


tablished to look at the impact of such programs on vandalism. 


This report summarizes the work of the Committee on Vandalism from its 
beginnings in May 1977 through to its conclusion in December 1979. The 
committee hopes that this report will be useful to other community 

groups as a source of information in their attempts to set up programs 


to deal with the problem of vandalism. 
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PHASE TWO: AN ANALYSIS OF VANDALISM IN HAMILTON-WENTWORTH 


BACKGROUND: 


One of the first steps undertaken by the Committee on Vandalism was one 
of information collection. The committee collected and reviewed a sub- 
stantial number of books and articles written on the topic of vandalism. 
An annotated bibliography is included in the committee's interim report. 
Members of the committee also travelled to other communities to collect 
information on efforts and programs being conducted to deal with the 


problem of vandalism. 


Threuvh a co-operative partnership between the Gon cree on Vandalism 
and the Hamilton-Wentworth Regional Police Department a statistical sur- 
vey of reported incidents of vandalism during a twelve-month period was 
conducted. The Hamiltcn-Wentworth Regional Police Department's statis- 
tical survey on vandalism occurences represents a unique co-operative 


effort between a community group and a police department. 


The Committee on Vandalism and the Social Planning and Research Council 
of Hamilton and District gratefully acknowledges the support by the 
Hamilton-Wentworth Regional Police Department in their full participation 


in this project. 


The committee co-sponsored, with the Community Services Branch of the 
Hamilton/Burlington Y.M.C.A., a Canada Works project (P.1I.L.0.T.) which 
developed community-based programs for youth, in two areas of the city. 


For a description of this project see Appendix "B" to this report. 
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DEFINITION OF VANDALISM 


After a great deal of thought, community opinions and discussion the Com- 
mittee on Vandalism adopted the folowing definition of vandalism 


(developed by the Mississauga Task Force on Vandalism in June, 1976):- 


The wilful or malicious destruction, injury dis- 
figurement or defacement of any public or private 


property real or personal, without the consent of 


the owner or person having control of the property 


in question. 


The Committee on Vandalism, while adopting the Mississauga Task Force 
definition, also defines vandalism as a community-based problem. The 
committee not only utilized written articles and books as a reference 
from which to articulate the definition and causes of vandalism but also 
obtained the opinions of various prpfessionals who work in the Hamilton- 


Wentworth community. 


Judge D. M. Steinberg, who presides in the Unified Family Court, told 
the committee that:- 

"Vandalism is an expression of anger against authority, 

and accordingly the more authority that one seeks to im- 

pose upon the vandal, the angrier and more destructive 


he will be. 


The solution must not be found in simply trying to impose 


more authority over the community, but rather in seeking 
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to make our society more responsive to the individual, 
in the sense that we provide other outlets for the van- 
dal to express his anger, frustration, and also his own 


sense of productivity. 


It is significant that the most commonly vandalized pro- 
perty is the school, which is, for many young people, the 
target of their anger. The school system in many ways 
represents the highest form of authority and restriction 
of individual liberty, save and except the Correctional 
system, and this, in my view, forms the foundation for 
much of what is wrong in our society. For many the school 
is looked on as a cool, restrictive dictatorial system, 
especially for those in the 13 to 15 years of age category, 
who do not wish to be part of the system and who wish to 


involve themselves productively in the work force. 


If we are to start to decrease delinquency and vandalism, 
we must start with the school system and, in particular, 
begin to meet the needs of the small but significant minc- 
rity who want, at an early age, to begin producing and 
earning, rather than learning. We must stop looking at 
them as being sick, but rather as being healthy, normal 
and perhaps a little more ambitious individuals than the 


rest of us." 


From Judge J. E. Van Duzer, a Family Court judge, we received the fol- 


lowing commentary:- 
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"The only public institution that directly and routinely 
involves every youth is the school system. The medical 
and legal systems do not have the same opportunity to re- 
late to young people. It is my view that if society is 
concerned about illegal acts such as vandalism, some infor- 
mation about this topic should be communicated through the 
schools. By this means the message is conveyed not only to 
the youth as individuals, but also to them as potential 
parents who can pass on the information ultimately to their 


own children. 


Having suggested a medium~for the passage of information, 
there remains a more vexing problem of the development of 
the course of study. Courses on 'behavicur' are usually 
perceived as an attmept at teaching values. It is my view 
that ethics should not be included but the teaching should 
be directed entirely at the law and the consequence of any 
breach. In the case of social behaviour which is not 
against the law, but which has negative implications, the 
teaching would simply include the consequences of such be- 


haviour. 


Acts of vandalism involve repercussions for the victim di- 
rectly. The ripple affect is for higher insurance rate, 
commodity, and service costs which everyone eventually 


has to bear. 


Acts of vandalism involve repercussicns for public service 
organizations such as the police, the courts, and correction 


personnel costs which everyone eventually bears. 
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Acts of vandalism involve repercussion for the perpetra- 
tor. It is in this area that there is considerable lack 
of knowledge. Further to be expected legal sanctions of 
breaking the law such as fines, probation orders and jail 
sentences, there are subtle and more ominous indirect re- 
sults such as problems in obtaining visas, being bonded, 
and in the case of separation within the family one’s 
claims with respect to relationship with the children may 


be weakened." 


Mrs. Mary Blum-Devor, Clinical Director, Child and Adolescent Services, 


stated that:- 


"... Vandalism is a form of aggressive, destructive be- 


haviour. 


-o- In addition to the demands of the developmental stage 
of the vandal, and the limits of the environment, the in- 
tensity of his feelings, and the ability he has to express 
himself openly to people who will lhsten will also affect 


his tendency to resort to vandalism." 


FACTS ABOUT VANDALISM 


1. The Police Department was able, through a survey of occurences, to 
tell us that the typical vandal is male between the ages of 16 years 
and 22 years. A surprising number of apprehended vandals were aged 


22 and over. How many of us, however, firmly believe that children 


are the primary vandals? 
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2. While vandalism does occur as a group activity this is not as fre- 
quent as we tend to assume. In 25% of the incidents in which sus- 


pects were seen, 59% appeared to involve only one person. 


3. Vandalism is frequently dismissed as something which happens after 
"one too many” at a local pub. Only 2% of apprehended vandals, 


however, were judged intoxicated. 


4. Through the Police study we also learned that vandalism occurs 
throughout the year. There is a heavier concentration, however, 
during the fall months. There was also a strong tendency for most 
acts of vandalism to occur during the evening and early hours of the 


morning. 


5. The Police report points out that the problem of vandalism spans all 


economic groups. 


CAUSES OF VANDALISM 


The Committee on Vandalism believes that the causes of vandalism can be 
seen to be similar to those of other crimes. An overriding cause of 
vandalism is the lessening of community feeling or spirit. Causes of 
vandalism can be directly associated with a lack of responsibility by 
the individual to the community and a lack of responsibility by the com- 


munity to the individual. 


Realizing this is a very broad statement, the committee explains that 


there are seven contributing factors to this growing loss of community 
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THE SOCIAL PLANNING AND RESEARCH COUNCIL OF HAMILTON AND DISTRICT 
15345 King Street East Hamilton, Ontario - L8N 1Bl 


RE: VANDALISM 


STATEMENTS FOR USE DURING COMMUNITY PRESENTATIONS 


1. You paid $1,000,000. for 6,300 incidents of vandalism. 
2. Only one in ten incidents are reported. 
3. The true cost per day could be $25,300. 


4. Automobiles, private property and commercial establishments are the 
vandals prime target. 


5. Vandalism peaks: (a) In the fall 

(b) Weekends 

(c) During Darkness (primarily 10:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.) 
6. Suspects were seen in only 25% of the 6,300 incidents. 
7. Of 2,300 suspects, 69% were caught. 


8. Ninety-six percent (96%) of the vandals caught were male. 


9. Sixty-three percent (63%) of apprehended vandals were over 16 years 
old. 


10. The victim would not support charges in 13% of the cases. 

ll. Forty-two percent (42%) of the apprehended vandals were charged. 

12. The lessening of community feeling based on a lack of responsibility 
between individuals and their communities appears to be a major 
underlying cause. 

13. Vandalism can be a result of “anger and frustration". 

14. Vandalism is tolerated. 

15. Vandalism is accepted as a way of life. 

16. Group pressure 

17. Lessening of parental responsibility. 

18. Lack of value for the property of others. 

19. Damage by intent. 

20. Town planning. 


January 29th, 1979 
DMB: gmm 
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pride. These seven factors are listed on the yellow sheet on the fol- 


lowing page. 


NEXT STEPS 


Having completed the research phase of their work the Committee on 
Vandalism locked at a public awareness approach as their next step. 
Their work was documented in an interim report entitled An Analysis of 


Vandalism in Hamilton-Wentworth. 
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CAUSES OF VANDALISM 


a A OLS 


Causes of vandalism can be directly associated with a lack of responsibility by 
the Individual to the community and a lack of responsibility by the communi ty 
to the individual. 


Realizing this Is a very broad statement the Committee on Vandalism wishes to 
further delineate this statement through the following points. I[t must be 
noted that the following points do not represent an exhaustive approach, but 
rather represent the primary causes as identified by this committee. No parti- 
cular order or ranking have been assigned to the following points.” 


ANGER AND FRUSTRATION; 


- Growing anonymity in urban society. 

- Failure to meet expectations - i.e., personal, societal, professional, 
educational, peer group. 

- Drug and alcohol related incidents. 


GENERAL ACCEPTANCE AS A WAY OF LIFE: 


Intimidation (fear of retaliation). 

- Lack of consequences to both the victim and the vandal due to an attitude 
that "Insurance companies, or government, will take care of tt), 

- Lack of visible consequences to both the victim and the vandal within the 
judicial process. 

- Peer group acceptance and status. 


GROUP PRESSURE: 


-~ Group mores - i.e., football games, conventions, social activities. 
- Lack of direction in using one's leisure time constructively or creatively. 


LESSENING OF PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITY: 


- Lack of instilled responsibility and respect for other's property. 
- Lack of parenting skills. 

- Change in parental role. 

- Famlly disorganized due to situation. 


LACK OF VALUE FOR PROPERTY OF OTHERS: 


- Lack of personal conscience, 

An attitude of "so long as it is not mine, | am not terribly concerned ,! 
An attitude that "someone else (insurance companies) will take care of it’. 
- Lack of instilled responsibility/respect. 


DAMAGE BY INTENT: 
~- Social protest 
- Racism 

- Retaliation 


TOWN PLANNING: 


eo eee high density, depersonal ized neighbourhoods. 
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PHASE TWO; PUBLIC AWARENESS 


PURPOSE: 


The Committee on Vandalism felt that the next step from the collection 

of information regarding the problem of vandalism was to discuss their 
findings with community groups to heighten community awareness. The ul- 
timate goal, through the public awareness approach, was one of encouraging 
neighbourhood associations to plan, design, and implement programs aimed 


at reducing the iicidents of vandalism. 


DISTRIBUTION OF THE INTERIM REPORT 


The Analysis of Vandalism in Hamilton-Wentworth as well as the Summary 
of this report received wide distribution. It appeared on the publica- 
tions list of the Social Planning and Research Council which is mailed 
to over 80 groups, organizations and individuals. As a result of this 


and some media attention given to the report over 100 copies were sold. 


The report has also been used by the Hamilton-Wentworth Regional Police 
Department who distributed copies to various Police Chiefs in Ontario, 
as well as to the Ontario Police College and the Manitoba Police Commis- 


sion. 


"FOCUS" 


The Social Planning and Research Council publishes a bi-monthly social- 
issues newsletter called FOCUS. The December 1978 issue of FOCUS was 
devoted to the topic of vandalism. The committee wrote the lead article, 
“vandalism: A Community Problem". Articles expressing persoral per- 


spectives regarding vandalism were contributed by the Mayor of the City 
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of Hamilton, Mr. Jack MacDonald; by Mr. Ted Jez, a manager with the 
United Steelworkers Centre; by Mr. Jeffrey Manishen, an Assistant Crown 
Attorney for the Judicial District of Hamilton-Wentworth; and Mr. Don 


Oliphant, Vice-Principal of Chedoke School. 


FOCUS on "Vandalism" received wide community attention. Copies of FOCUS 


were distributed by committee members during talks with community groups. 


MEDIA PRESENTATIONS 


A local radio station, 900 C.H.M.L., wrote and aired thirty-second spot 
announcements on the problem of vandalism. This was done on the request 
of the Committee on Vandalism who assisted with the development of the 


themes expressed throughout the spot announcements. 


Committee representatives appeared on C.H.M.L.'s "Action-Line"™ (a 
telephone-in discussion program). The work of the committee was dis- 
cussed and the main theme was one of community responsibility for pre- 
ventative action. The audience response was an enthusiastic and contro- 


versial one. 


An appearance was also made on the McMaster University radio station 
C.F.M.U. The work of the committee and causes of vandalism were dis- 


cussed in an interview format. 


An appearance was also made on C.H.C.H. T.V.'s "Town and Gown" and in- 
cluded representatives from the Committee on Vandalism, the President of 
the Social Planning and Research Council and a sociologist from McMaster 


University. 
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Cable 4 T.V. "Mountain Outlook Program" also telecasted an interview 
with representatives from the Committee on Vandalism. An appearance was 


also made on C.K.0.C. "Conn Stevenson Show". 


PUBLIC SPEAKING 


Members of the Committee on Vandalism spoke to various community groups 
and organizations about the problem of vandalism. With each speaking 
engagement an open discussion regarding what can be done to curb the in- 


cidents of vandalism was held with the audience. 


Two different approaches to the speaking engagements were developec. 
One incorporated a values education process while the other emphasized 
an information-exchange format. Committee on Vandalism members spoke to 


groups who submitted a written request for a presentation. 


(i) Information-Exchange Format: 


The Information-Exchange Format utilized the mediums of verbal 
presentation and group discussion combined with visual (overhead 
projector and films) aids. Following the presentation handouts 
referring to the statistics, causes and copies of FOCUS were dis- 
tributed. One copy of the Interim Report was given to the group's 


chairperson. 


The content of the presentation included the history of the com- 
mittee, definition of the problem, statistical profile on van- 
dalism, review of the statistics with an attempt to explore some 
of the myths, discussion of causes with group discussion of "solu~ 


tions" and finally group recommendations were developed. 
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A standardized format was developed and used by the committee. 

Use of the overhead projector proved to be very beneficial. In- 
cluded on the overheads were twenty statements which referred to 
causes and statistics about vandalism. The audience was asked to 
consider each cause and to suggest an action which the group could 


take to deal with each cause. 


Films were also used to provoke thought and discussion. The films 
were lent to the committee by the Hamilton-Wentworth Regional 
Police Department. One of the films was called "The Clubhouse" 
and looked at juvenile vandalism. The other was produced by the 
Ontario Provincial Police and dealt with teenage vandalism and 


alcohol-related incidents. 


Committee representatives talked to various groups utilizing the 


information-exchange format. Some of the groups addressed included:- 


Westmount Community Advisory Committee 

~ School Board Trustees (City of Hamilton) 

- Firestone Retirees’ Association 

- Presidents’ Council ‘Hamilton Secondary Schools) 
- Rotary Club 

~ St. Thomas More School (teachers group) 

- Y.M.C.A. (Youth Department) 


- Lincoln County Roman Catholic Separate School Board 
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(ii) Values Education Approach: 


This particular model involved four parts, the first being a brief 
history of the Committee on Vandalism and an explanation of the 
use of statistical information from the Hamilton-Wentworth Regional 


Police Force Study. 


The second part involved a values exercise developed by Leonard 
* 

Kramish . The exercise was designed to determine the commitment 

profile of individuals to the resolution of a specific problem 


(i.e., vandalism). 


Participants were given a values board on which were listed eight 
values: money, religion, time, skill, family, mobility, health 
and education. They were then asked to rate these values in 
order of personal importance (1 - most important; 8 - least im- 


portant). 


The concept of each of us having to commit ourselves to do some- 
thing if a problem is to be resolved was explained and partici 
pants were then asked to respond to twenty statements/problems 

by checking that value that they would be willing to use in order 
to solve the particular problem/statement. The twenty statements 


were designed by the Committee on Vandalism. 


SS. a ees 


* Leonard Kramish - Education Consultant for the Institute for Creative 
Development. 


-~ A Nationai Cerontology Training Fntreat, University 
of Georgia. 
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Ten pertained to statistics, five to causes and five to myths of 


vandalism. 


When this process was finished scores were tallied accordingly. 
Dependant on the scores participants fell into five basic types 
from totally committed assuming strong leadership to having no 


commitment. 


The process of the values exercise from beginning to end allowed 
participants to examine the information while searching them- 


selves for commitment to the problem of vandalism. 


The third part of the presentation involved a question and answer 
period in which participants were allowed to freely ask questions 
pertaining to the problem, the process they just went through or 


to share experiences with the group. 


The final portion brought the participant into an action-oriented 
stage. Now that they realize the need and know that they have 
committed people what can be done? Brainstorming was the tech- 
nique used and participants were asked to come up with twenty- 
five solutions (all ideas were acceptable). Then each solution 
was reviewed and those that the group agreed on remained and 

those they did not agree on were eliminated. From the suggestions 
left the group went through a priorization process and were left 


with what the group agreed to as priority. 
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To keep the entire process interesting the two presenters conti- 
nually alternated. The use of an overhead was employed to present 
the statements/problems and a flir chart in one instance and a 


chalk board in another were employed for the brainstorming session. 


Groups presentations were made to: 
- Parents Without Partners; and 


-~ Parkdale Doors of Friendship Community School Group. 
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VANDALISM WORKSHOP 


INTRODUCTION 


The feasibility of sponsoring a workshop on vandalism as a method of 
generating public awareness and response to the problem of vandalism was 
explored by the committee. Community discussion and involvement in de- 
veloping alternatives aimed at the reduction of vandalism was identified 
as the primary goals for a workshop. Participation by community-based 


organizations was seen as crucial. 


A market survey approach was taken in an effort to determine the poten- 
tial value of a workshop. Twenty-eight questionnaires were mailed to a 
cross-section of community representatives. Sixteen were returned. The 
responses indicated a positive interest in having a workshop. Keen in- 


terest in the following topics was illustrated:- 


Causes of vandalism. 

- What can be done to reduce vandalism? 
- Who are the vandals? 

- Organizing a prevention group. 


- Action taken by other communities. 


PLANNING COMMITTEE 


A planning committee was set up to organize the workshop. Considerations 
of cost, time, location, speakers, goals, funding, target groups and 
publicity were explored. The planning committee developed a project pro- 
posal with thirteen recommendations and presented this to the Committee 
on Vandalism and subsequently to the Board of the Social Planning and 


Research Council. 


oi nr ew mebinhery ed qodedsow & sutsoeases Yo Tbitd? 


cow wet sturey to efor off oF oategeor Sen enaagteue sh idod shltezen 
_ 


of af teotovDem) One aotseuset Queneed Vaedetenes wdv ye hovaleed 


Lo) ijow)! aew dehiabeav Io aeitovioy st) aa bemio eevizanieil: antgo rs 

: a 

aend-v3ieummes ¢! nokingtobired . fitledaow « x0? efeop yxmltey ods oo 
_* 

.Telouio 86 oese apw nietjeninaeto 


‘notoq ods siluzetje! ot ay0Tte an al teGs2 any doseage yYovine! seacee A 
r 8 ‘ov stew eavisaamilzesuy 3 to=y newt » fogadyow 1 bia ouiaw Inks 

- 

wnNyuIeT sasy ouoINt? .eovitetasae3qey Ysinumnos To solbissa-seor - 


-ol yasd ,awletzew p outved. ni .oee7e3n) syvisigeg & hojpolhnl seancteur 
<hetnrtanl{? gow aobnedt getwolfes adj at seayeg 


wei 'shosvy te. asepsd =~ 
‘oeifnotey sopbey of saoh@a nea JAW = 


falshnev: saa axe OW a 


vote nolinousig & gots tring30. on 
7 a 
-usitinwrmnon volt Yo astes nolsoh —* 


ana 7 e 
SSTTIMMOD DVIS 
a 


= » 


tinrshieao) .corledvow sd? ssinegzea 17 yo 35e aev seta tmmon garansio 
_ 
Hon QipoT Jerted that . eines ,a@radasqe gaoksescl (ants) 3805 Te : 
ay . 


‘ 
lovoh.ssit ines sntogata ad 6 .hexrotoxe srew yakol 
estiinme) ada ois 2td3 heaoseero bes anokialoomyoass noes sits ti: 


hen goinastS [ntao? afd Je beeot odd of vidnoupesdus Baa mek 


& Dh = 


The main points in the recommendation included a one-day workshop be 
held on a weekday in May 1979, at Mohawk College; that costs be kept 

to a minimum and funding be solicited; that publicity be aimed at 
leaders of community organizations and the general public; and that 
Support from the Social Planning and Research Council be obtained through 


staff resources and involvement by the Information Program Committee. 


PURPOSE 


It was determined that the workshop would serve a threefold purpose:- 
1. Report the findings of the Committee on Vandalism. 
2. Disseminate information on possible program alternatives. 


3. Encourage community-based action. 


METHOD 


(a) Publicity and Promotion: 
A variety of methods of prometion where employed for this event. 
With our target group for participation being community-based or- 
ganizations and interested citizens, as widespread coverage as 


possible was our aim. 


Promotion began approximately seven weeks prior to the workshop and 
the committee met with what was considered a favourable response 


from the media. 


(1) Press Releases and Public Service Announcements - Twenty area 


newspapers and radio and television stations were approached. 
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- Eight area papers printed articles previous to the workshop. 


One had a reporter present and did a follow-up article. 


- Five radio stations aired our announcements. One invited 
Terry Sullivan, a Committee on Vandalism member, and Com- 
munity Relations officer of the Hamilton-Wentworth Regional 
Police to take part in a talk show aired the day before 
the workshop. Two had reporters present at the workshops 
and did a follow-up on the evening news, the same day as 


the workshop. 


- Both local television stations aired announcements. The 
Cabte station was present and taped Mr. Dean's speech which 


was aired at a later date. 


Pamphlets — One thousand pamphlets were printed and distri- 


buted to the following: local community-based groups and or- 
ganizations, media representatives, members of Social Planning 
and Research Council of Hamilton and District, other area 
Social Planning Councils, groups that had received Committee 
on Vandalism presentations, officials and trustees of the 
Hamilton Public and Separate School Boards, Hamilton-Wentworth 
Regional Police officials, other area Police Chiefs and indi- 
viduals and groups requesting further information from news- 


paper articles, word of mouth, etc. 


Mohawk College - As a part of the rental package the event 


was posted in two locations within the school. 
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(4) MacDonald's Restaurant (King & John Streets) - Promotion for 
the workshop appeared on a Community Events Calendar which is 


printed on placemats that everyone ordering a meal receives. 


(5) Community Information Service - Announcements were printed in 


the two issues of the Informer previous to the workshop. 


(6) S.P.R.C. - An article appeared in the March issue of News. 
The event was also announced and discussed at many Board 


meetings. 


(7) Presentations - At presentations made to community groups 


during earlier public awareness phase, invitations for parti- 


cipants to attend the workshop were extended. 


(b) Budget and Funding: 


In planning for the Vandalism Workshop the Committee estimated the 


required budget would total $1,617.00 


The actual expenditures and final financial statement is as follows:- 


VANDALISM WORKSHOP FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


REVENUE: 
- Support from the Public ............ PER Senerme $ 730.00 
- Support from Government ,..... Te ee ee eae 725.00 


444 .00 
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EXPENDITURES : 


Professional Fees (Honoraria) ...secscssceesecc<ees § 150.00 


- Conference Kits and Final Report ...cccccsccevees a 239.76 
- Telephone Costs ...... She wai et kp ee Nery COR Rea ig! , Fier s 
OPE POSLARC, ou cine pss ee es aaa a ate aha ee hem aS eaters ree eye Lfo203 
=- Printing (Pamphlets) “...%%... See ae see as Chie Ree aoe 379,52 
- Teaneporcati on COSts Wise scue canes ccs ss = Sa ae a 6.09 
— Parking Costs <teccceese bona cece csws 5 EE er gr awe s 25500 
- Rental” (Conference ROomS) .stc.case ne nceccces os cewe 130.00 
- Secretarial Services .......2e0. EW ire Se ee ee . 140.00 
= Miscellaneous (Gifts and Apples). vec esses veacaceeces 56.00 
eee ils Gee a ee ar ee eee ee are eee ie ee ee ea ot 25.00 

$1,334.21 
BALANCE ON HAND: ....ee. ee rer ee eer re $ 564.79 


Funding was received from:- 


- Trustees: Mrs. Van Horne 
Mrs. Vine 
Mrs. Deans 
- Royal Insurance Company 
- Guardian Insurance Company 
- Metropolitan Real Estate Board 
- Insurance Bureau of Canada 
~ Regional Municipality of Hamilton~Wentworth 
- Ministry of Culture and Recreation 
- Registrations 
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* See Recommendation 2 on page 41. 
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Program: 


(i) 


(ii) 


Plenary: 


The day began with participation by all the registrants in 

a plenary session. The purpose of the session was to com- 
municate the findings of the committee as reported in their 
interim report. Following a brief introduction the regis- 
trants were asked to check their conference kits for an 
envelope. Only a small number of registrants’ kits contained 
the envelopes and these people were asked to identify them- 
selves. In each of the envelopes was a description of an 

act of vandalism. The registrants were asked to respond to 
the act from the following perspectives:- 


= “Piret reaction? 

=] who did 167 

- Why? 

- What should be done? 


This technique resulted in an animated discussion with many 


opinions, facts, myths and causes reviewed. 


Actual Police Cases Presented and Reaction from the Audience: 


1. Car vandalised in parking area. 
- Vinyl roof and tires were slashed. 
- Engine tempered with. 
ANSWERS FROM AUDIENCE: Call police, call insurance com- 


pany, inform neighbours. 


2. Garden destroyed. 
= Plante vcore upy ete. 

ANSWERS FROM AUDIENCE: Call police, check arourd for 
clues, inform neighbours so as 
they can keep an eye on their 
property in case it should hap- 


pen to them. 
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3. Children spray bomb a school with purple paint. 
ANSWERS FROM AUDIENCE: Try to stop them, call parents 
if you know who the children are, 


call police. 


4. Someone found soaping windows. 

ANSWERS FROM AUDIENCE: If at Halloween say nothing; if 
writing is crude, give verbal 
warning. (At Halloween some con- 
sider this traditional mischief 


or vandalism.) 


Qs ars parked in street have aerials broken. 
ANSWERS FROM AUDIENCE: Report to police, inferm people 
in the vicinity and immediate 


area, don't park there again. 


6. Local park is being vandalised. 
- Swings and equipment destroyed. 
ANSWEDS FROM AUDIENCE: Call police try to stop vandals 
yourself although this could be 
dangerous, call police but keep a 


low profile until police arrive. 


Guest Speakers: 


Two guest speakers delivered addresses at the workshop. Mrs. 
Marjorie Baskin, Chairman of the Board of Education, deli- 
vered the opening address in the morning and Mr. Ian Deans, 
Management and Community Relations Consuitant, opened the 


afternoon session with his address. 


Mrs. Baskin discussed the nature of the problem and stressed 
the multiple and often contradictory factors influencing the 
incidents of vandalism. Mrs. Baskin offered six suggested 
measures to help solve the problem of vandalism. These 


measures were:- 
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- School, police, courts, social agencies must start 


dealing with these problems earlier. 


- Teachers have no power as of now to get help for chil- 
dren and their parents. The Ministry of Education 


needs to be able to advise parent-child counselling. 


- Ail students should be allowed to participate in 
sports, regardless of ability. Schools and especially 


the gym area should be for the use of all. 


- Both parents and children should be taught parenting 


skills in night courses, college seminars, etc. 


- Parents should be partners in the school programme, 


each blames the other. We must establish trust. 


~ Children who have difficulties should have alterna- 
tive education available. The Board is presently 


looking at alternative types of schooling. 


Mr. Deans talked about the problem of vandalism from the 
perspective of societal influences on behaviour. Mr. Deans 
pointed out that adult behaviour often influences a child's 
behaviour. Adults, Mr. Deans suggested, should pay more at- 
tention to the model they present to their childrer. Mr. 
Deans also commented on the community's responsibility to 


plan alternatives to vandalism. 
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Workshops: 


(a) Police and Citizen Co-operation - This workshop included: 


an explanation of the law relating to wilful damage, 
mischief and restitution; the reactive stage of police 
involvement (i.e., reporting, the crime funnel and sta- 
tistical records); concepts of pro-active policing and 
programs (i.e., Block Parents, neighbourhood watch, 
park and walk, Resource and Safety officers and Play- 
ground visitations); anda question-and-suggestion 
period around methods of police and citizen co-operation. 
Resources for this workshop were from Hamilton-Wentworth 


Regional Police. 


(b) Community Resources —- This workshop centred around what 


role the recreation and informal education sector play 
in reducing vandalism and the need for programming aimed 
deliberately at the reduction of vandalism. The format 
involved a panel discussion around what, if anything, 

is being done now, and small group discussions around 
what should be done. Followed by recommendations to the 
S.P.R.C. during the feedback session. Resources for 
this workshop were from the Y.M.C.A., Community School 
Program, Recreation Department, Mohawk College and the 


Values Education Program of the Board of Education. 


(c) Existing Programs - A variety of programs tried in other 


communities and reviews of vandalism reports were pre- 


sented for discussion. A film, "Project Pride", in 
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ee 


which methods of preventative school vandalism were dis~ 
cussed and also shown. Discussions centred around areas 


of special interest to participants. 


Mr. Basil Markow, Chairman of the Oakville Vandalism 
Committee, explained the work of his group. The Oak- 
ville Committee received $10,000.00 in funding from the 
City of Oakville to promote community projects. Some 
of the projects mentioned included the preparation of a 
manual on vandalism for school principals, community 


meetings, and distribution of an information letter. 


Mrs. Vivian Franks, Volunteer Founder, Chairperson and 
Co-ordinator of Counteract in Mississauga discussed the 
history and work of her group. The Mississauga Task 
Force on Vandalism began its work in 1975. Some of 
their projects include "Counteract", "Project Pride", 


"Teens—On-Patrol" and "Adventure Playground". 


(d) Sociological and Psychological Perspectives ~- This work- 


shop centred around being aware of the sociological and 
psychological aspects of vandalism and how this knowledge 
can work for you in the prevention of vandalism. Re- 
sources were from McMaster University Sociology Depart- 
ment and Child and Adolescent Services of Hamilton- 


Wentworth Regional Health Unit. 


Feedback Session: 


Participants were asked during each workshop to come up with 
recommendations that should be made to the Social Planning 


and Research Council for follow-up. 
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The following recommendations and comments are a result of 
the above process, as well as individual comments accepted 


from the floor during the feedback session:- 


1, Open more schools for after-hours pa 

2. Organize programs for specific age groups. 

3. Make effort to raise community knowledge of existing 
available programs. 

4. Authorities should try to be more aware of and responsive 
to their local communities. 

5. Increase education in "Parenting". 

6. Maintain community Mieatsyane. 

7. Adults should listen more to young people. 

8. More co-ordination and information-sharing is needed bet- 
ween agencies and organizations, to focus on the problem 
of vandalism. Some authority should take the initiative 
to organize this. 

9. Bring back parks police, makes facilities more vandal- 
proof. 

10, Parents should stay home from meetings. 

11. More experts should visit schools, churches, etc., to 
educate about vandalism. 

12. Involve people more in volunteer services. 

13. Organize parents to take collective action. 

14, Educate people as to the percentage of tax dollars being 
spent on vandalism with an eye to looking at prevention 
more seriously. 

15. Pressure decision-makers to take on some responsibility. 

16. Re-examine our sense of purpose as individuals and col- 
lectively. 

17. Take knowledge gained (at workshop) back to Comune ec 

18. Publish a report and recommendations coming out of the 
workshop. 

19. A diversified group of trained professionals on a one 
or two-week basis in individual communities dealing spe- 
cifically with the problem of vandalism. 


20. Publish an outline of “How to" prevent vandalism. 


* Indicates that many people voiced the same recommendation. 
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(d) Questionnaire: 


To measure the extent to which the workshop met its objectives 
(report the findings of the committee; disseminate information on 
possible alternatives; encourage community-based action) regis- 
trants were asked to complete two questionnaires. One was adminis-— 
tered in the morning and the other at the end of the day and they 
took the format of a pre-test and a post-test. The committee wanted 
to determine if any changes of attitude or knowledge occured as a 
result of the workshop. The afternoon questionnaire also measured 


registrants’ satisfaction with the program (see Appendix "A-1", "A-2"). 


The following demographic information was collected through the 
questionnaires:- 

(1) 51 registrants completed both questionnaires. 

(2) 24 were male - 27 were female. 


(3) The ages of the respondents were as follows:- 


Under 20: 13 41 - 45: I 

2 it 1 BO: = 50s" 2 

26 = 30: 6 18> 60's 3 

3) 35: ) Gi 657° = 

36 - 40: 8 Over 65; 2 
(i) Questions No. 1 and No. 2: 


These questions were designed to test the respondent's knowl- 
edge of vandalism. Various statements were made and the 
respondent was asked to check off, in the appropriate space, 
whether she/he agreed or disagreed with the statement. The 
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respondent also had the option of an "uncertain" answer. An 
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example of the type of question asked is: ‘Bending car 
aerials is an act of vandalism. - Yes? No? Uncertain?". 
In comparing morning and afternoon responses one finds more 
correct answers in the afternoon and fewer “uncertains". 
There were, however, a large number of correct responses in 


the morning and the shift was not significant. 


(ii) Question No. 3: 


This question looked at who should be responding to the 
problem of vandalism. The vast majority of the respondents 
(Morning: 88%: Afternoon: 94%) felt that the community should 
design and implement preventative programs. Both community 
groups and parents were identified most frequently as being 
responsible for establishing anti-vandalism programs. Schools, 
police and recreation departments were also identified as 


groups responsible for vandalism prevention. 


(iii) Question No. 4: 


This question asked the respondent to estimate the total cost 
of vandalism in one year in the Region of Hamilton-Wentworth. 
The correct answer was $1 million. Fifty-nine percent (597) 
of the respondents answered correctly in the morning whereas 


82% answered correctly in the afternoon. 


(iv) Question No. 5: 


The purpose of this question was to determine the respondent's 
knowledge of the causes of vandalism. Respondents were asked 


to agree or disagree with ten statements. An example of a 
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Statement given is: "Vandalism is done because the vandal 
was drunk". There were more correct answers in the after- 


noon, following the workshops, than in the morning. 


(v) Question No. 6: 


This question was asked only in the afternoon and measured 


respondent's satisfaction with the workshop. 


The guest speakers received a favourable response. Fifty- 
five percent (55%) of the respondents found Mrs. Baskin's 
address helpful and a further 38% found the address to be 
Satisfactory. Sixty-eight percent (68%) of the respondents 
rated Mr. Dean's address as helpful while a further 27% 


rated the address to be satisfactory. 


The workshops received a majority response of satisfactory 
to quite helpful. Only a few respondents ranked the work- 


shops as "not very helpful". 


Respondents were also asked to rate the whole day. 
- 36% rated the day as "very helpful" 
- 42% rated the day as "quite helpful" 


- 22% rated the day as "satisfactory" 


0% rated the day as "not very helpful". 


It would seem then that the respondents were pleased with the Van- 

dalism Workshop and that most found the Workshop helpful. The ques- 
tionnaires indicated that many of the respondents were knowledgeable 
about the problem of vandalism before the Workshop. Some additional 


information was obtained through participation in the Workshop. 
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Participants: 


a oe 


(i) Members of the Committee on Vandalism Acting as Workshop 


Resources? 


SANDI BELL, 
Trustee, 
Board of Education for the City of Hamilton. 


DONNA BERMAN, 
Director, Volunteer Bureau, 
Social Planning and Research Council. 


SAM BERMAN, 
Cantor and Educator, 
Temple Arshe Sholom. 


TED HAMMOND, 
Program Director, 
Sir Wilfrid Laurier Recreation Centre. 


JIM HOBBS, 
Co-ordinator of Community and Volunteer Services. 


TED McKEEKIN, Alderman, City of Hamilton; and 
Program Director, Faculty of Continuing Education, 
Mohawk College. 


TERRY SULLIVAN, Acting-Sergeant, 
Crime Prevention Branch, 
Hamilton-Wentworth Regional Police. 


(ii) Resource People from the Community: 


STEVE BARRS, 
Co-ordinator of Values Education, 
Board of Education for the City of Hamilton. 


MARJORIE BASKIN, 
Chairperson, 
Board of Education for the City of Hamilton. 


LARRY BRIGHAM, 
Co-ordinator, Child and Adolescent Services, 
Hamilton-Wentworth Regional Health Unit. 


DICK CAPLING, 
Social Sciences, 
Mohawk College. 


IAN DEANS, 
Management and Community Relations Consultant. 


VIVIAN FRANKS, 
Mississauga Task Force on Vandalism. 
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DR. JOHN W. HAAS, 
Department of Sociology, 
McMaster University. 


BASIL MARKOW, 
Chairman, 
Oakville Vandalism Committee. 


DON MORROW, 
Community School Co-ordinator, 
Robert Land School. 


BRUCE QUINN, 
Community School Co-ordinator, 
Parkdale School. 


TERRY SPEARIN, 
Director, Community Services Unit, 
Hamilton/Burlington Y.M.C.A. 


(iii) Registrants: 


LYMAN BERGS, 
Hamilton-Wentworth Housing Authority. 


ROBIN BIRD, 
Alienated Youth of Canada. 


MARION BRYNER, 
Hamilton-Wentworth Housing Authority. 


JACKIE BULL, 
Student and Volunteer. 


S. CAMPBELL, 
Chubb Security Systems. 


BONNIE CHAMBERLAIN, 
Pauline Johnson C.V.S. (School), Brantford. 


DIANE CLAIRE, Volunteer, 
Women's Emergency Hostel, Woodstock. 


JOHN COATES, 
Hamilton Region Conservation Authority. 


BOB COOKE, 
Delta Secondary School. 


REV. DON CORNISH, 
Mount Hamilton United Church. 


PAT CUMMINS, Project Worker, 
Solicitor-General of Canada, Summer Jobs Corps. 


WIB DAWSON, 
Faith Centennial United Church, Silkirk. 
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JUNE DEANS, Trustee, 
Board of Education for the City of Hamilton. 


SUBHASH G. DIGHE, 
Seneca School Parents’ Council. 


NAZAR DIPAK, 
Hamilton Public Library. 


BRETT DOUGHERTY, 
Pauline Johnson C.V.S. (School), Brantford. 


SUSAN DOUTHWAITE, 
Women in Crisis, University of Guelph. 


BARRY DYMENT, 
Hamilton-Wentworth Housing Authority. 


BRENT ELLIS, 
Barton Secondary School. 


JEAN EMBERLEY, 
Hamilton and District Council of Women. 


JOANNE ENGLEHART, Project Worker, 
Solicitor-General of Canada, Summer Job Corps. 


DIANNE EVERETS, 
Faith Centennial United Church, Selkirk. 


DARYL EVES, 
Charlton Hall, Big Sisters Association. 


DORIS FESTERYGA, 
Junior League of Hamilton/Burlington. 


LEE FIELD, 
General Brock High School, Burlington, 


EVELYN GERENCSER, 
Ramilton Public Library. 


B. HAMOVITCH, 
Pauline Johnson C.V.S. (School), Brantford. 


MERLE HARRIS, 
Ridgemount Home & School Association. 


DENNIS HILL, 
Pauline Johnson C.V.S. (School), Brantford. 


BRIAN HINKLEY, 
Alderman, City of Hamilton. 


TED JEZ, 
United Steelworkers Centre. 
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D. H. KELTERBORN, 
Board of Education for the City of Hamilton. 


JOYCE KILLIN, 
Women in Crisis, University of Guelph. 


PAT KRAFTCHECK, 
Junior League of Hamilton/Burlinton. 


CORRIE KWASNITZA, 
Pauline Johnson C.V.S. (School), Brantford. 


SRELINA LAKHANT, 
Pauline Johnson C.V.S. (School), Brantford. 


IRENE LALLEY, 
Westmount Secondary School Advisory Committee. 


W. JOHN LAMOUREUX, 
Royal Botanical Gardens. 


DAN LEVAC, 
Pauline Johnson C.V.S. (School), Brantford. 


ELIZABETH MacKAY, 
Volunteer, Social Planning and Research Council. 


RICK McGLENISTER, 
Pauline Johnson C.V.S. (School), Brantford. 


JUDY MINTZ, Community Worker, 
Dundas Community Services. 


ROY O'GRADY, 
United Steelworkers of America. 


JEAN OXLEY, 
Westmount Secondary School Advisory Committee. 


J. PENNER, 
Board of Education for the City of Hamilton. 


JOHN QUINN, 
Hamilton-Wentworth Housing Authority. 


ALAN J. RADFORD, 
Hamilton-Wentworth Housing Authority. 


IDA REDDY, 
Reference Department, Hamilton Public Library. 


HOWARD ROBINSON, 
Pauline Johnson C.V.S. (School), Brantfor7, 


JIM RUSSELL, 
Hamilton Collegiate Institute. 
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= PRIEIP RUSSELL, 
Hamilton General Hospital. 


~ MARLENE SPEARIN, 
Hamilton-Wentworth Housing Authority. 


~ KAREN SHINN, 
Stoney Creek Recreation Department. 


- BEVERLEY SPENCE, 
Hamilton-Wentworth Housing Authority. 


- REV. FATHER D.H.R. TAYLOR, 
Canadian Pensioners Concerned. 


- OLLIE THOMSON, 
Town of Stoney Creek. 


- ANN TWILHAAR, 
Ridgemount Home & School Association. 


~ HENK J. VANDERMANS, 
Royal Botanical Gardens, 


~- M. VAN DE WIEL, 
Chubb Security Systems. 


- RUTH VAN HORNE, Trustee, 
Board of Education for the City of Hamilton. 


- RONNIE VAUDIN, 
Alienated Youth of Canada. 


- ROD WATSON, 
Family Services of Hamilton-Wentworth. 


~ MARK YANTZI, 
Kitchener Neighbourhood Association. 


- MARK SIARKOWSKI, 
Department of Community Development, City of Hamilton. 


Registrants — At the Door: 
- KATHRYN PATTERSON 


- NIGEL DUNN, 
Insurance Bureau of Canada. 


- RONALD WADDINTON, 
Kiwanis Club. 


7 
- TRACEE STOLLERY, 
Student. 
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CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 


The Committee on Vandalism was asked by the Board of the Social Planning 
and Research Council to collect information to gain a better under- 
standing about the extent and nature of the problem and to facilitate 
community action to prevent the problem. Through the co-operation of 
the Hamilton-Wentworth Regional Police Department and the work of com~ 
mittee members we now have an accurate picture of the problem of van- 
dalism. The committee also spent considerable effort and planning in 
developing a public awareness campaign which was highlighted by the 
Workshop. The theme of the public awareness approach was one of de- 
veloping and encouraging community response to deal with the problem of 


vandalisn. 


Statistics researched and supplied by the Hamilton-Wentworth Regional 
Police prove to be most interesting and supportative of the Committee 
on Vandalism. The Police force records vandalism as reported wilful 


damage to private and public property. 


The Hamilton-Wentworth Police Department found that after sharp increases 
in 1976 (18%) and 1977 (10%) the crime of vandalism reduced by 3.7% in 
1978. Using calculations from previous years, and knowing the reporting 
rate for the first three-quarters of 1979, the Department is expecting 


the reduction this year (1979) to be about 4.5%. 


A crime prevention study of vandalism (1977) completed by the Hamilton- 
Wentworth Police Department and utilized by the Committee on V-ndalism 
showed that 28% of those observed or caught doing vandalism were 7-16 


years old. As the graph, on the following page, indicates while van- 
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VANDALISM AND YOUTH CRIME 
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dalism is increasing, youth crimes, including juvenile vandalism, is re- 
ducing. The Crime Prevention Branch concludes that the rate of change 
in vandalism is not directly related to changes in rates of juvenile 


delinquency as both pertain to Hamilton-Wentworth. 


For the most part the Committee on Vandalism effectively met the objec- 
tives set and approved by the Board. The interest and participation by 
some members of the committee began to wane during the public awareness 
phase. This may be attributed to the strong focus on planning for the 
workshop. Interest in such areas as "community use of schools" and its 
effects on vandalism; a slide presentation on the nature of the problem 
of vandalism: and developing a vandalism resource centre was demon- 
strated by individual members but never developed by the committee. 
Perhaps this is work left undone and should be considered further by the 


Social Planning and Research Council. 


What cannot be minimized is the tremendous contribution made by the mem- 
bers of the Committee on Vandalism. The heightened understanding and 
community awareness of the problem of vandalism in Hamilton-Wentworth is 
the result of over two years of committee work. The Committee on Van- 
dalism offers this report as a documentation of their work and as a 
strong foundation for future efforts to alleviate the serious problem of 


vandalism. 


The following recommendations are offered by the Committee on Vandalism 


to the Social Planning and Research Council:- 
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1. THAT a "Neighbourhood-Based Program Committee" be established by 


the Social Planning and Research Council for the purpose of 


reviewing the purpose and benefits to the community of such 


programs, particularly as they relate to affecting the problem 


of vandalism and, if appropriate, to encouraging the growth of 


such programs in the Hamilton-Wentworth Region. Membership on 


the "Neighbourhood-Based Program Committee" should include 


representatives from:- 


Boards of Education 

Police Department 

Mohawk College 

McMaster University 
Recreation Department 
Community Schools 

Values Education Department 


Community Groups and Associations 


2. THAT the remaining funds obtained by the Committee on Vandalism be 


used for expenses incurred by the "Neighbourhood-Based Program 


Committee". 


* By 'Neighbourhood~Based Program" the Committee on Vandalism refers to 
those activities which are planned, organized and operated primarily 
by the residents of a particular neighbourhood for the residents of 
that neighbourhood. Examples of such programs might include Community 
School Programs and Neighbourhood Community Centres. 


This recommendation is not only based on the philosophy of the Commit- 
tee on Vandalism that the "solution" to alleviate the problem of van- 
dalism is greater neighbourhood participation in neighbourhood programs 
but also rose from the recofmandations made during the Vanda*tism Work- 
(See the recommendations listed on page 29 of this report.) 
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3. THAT the concept of a "Vandalism Resource Centre” be explored by 


the "Neichbourhocd-Based Program Cormittee”. 


4. THAT the Committee on Vandalism be terminated as its work is com 


pleted with the acceptance of this report. 
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APPENDIX "A-i" 


THE SOCIAL PLANNING AND RESEARCH COUNCIL OF HAMILTON AND DISTRICT 
1535 King Street East Hamilton, Ontario - L8N 1Bl 


WORKSHOP ON VANDALISM 


May 17, 1979 


Please answer all the questions as best you can before the first session 


Starts. Do not put your name on the questionnaire. At the conclusion 


of the day you will be asked to fill out another questionnaire so that 
we can evaluate the effectiveness of the workshop. It will have the 
Same identification number, so that we can tell whet those attending 
gained from the workshop. 


IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER 


Sex: Male Female 


Which of the following age categories are you in? 


oe.) Se oe 61 - 65 
21 = 25 41 - 45 66 - 70 
26 - 30 46 - 50 71 - 75 
31 - 35 51 - 60 75 & over 


Please state your present occupation: 
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Indicate whether you believe the examples listed below are acts of 
vandalism. 


Boy playing baseball accidentally knocks 
ball through window 


Minor thefts, not over $25.00 (1.e., 
taking towels from hotels) 


Throwing beer bottles at a football game eet 


TRUE | FALSE UNCERTAIN 


'In the Criminal Code, 
sidered a crime. 


Adults never commit acts of vandalism. 


Vandalism is only a problem in big: 
cities and not in small towns in the 


country. 


(d) | Vandalism is not a problem in my neigh- 
bourhood. 


(e) | Vandalism is on the increase. 
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3. (a) Do you think that communities can establish programs to prevent van- 
dalism from becoming a problem? 


Yes No 


(b) Who should be responsible for establishing these programs? 


Police Community groups Recreation departments 
Parents Social agencies Municipal authorities 
Schools Insurance companies 


(c) Do you know of any preventive programs that have been successful? 


Yes No 


A The total cost of damages caused by vandalism in one year in our 
Hamilton-Wentworth Region is: (please check the correct answer) 


Less than $10,000 $25 ,000 $200 ,000 
$45 million $1 million $3 million 


More than $3 million 


aye) Please say whether you agree or disagree with each of the following 
statements. 


Strongly Agree (S.A.) Agree (A.) Uncertain (U.) 


Disagree (D.) Strongly Disagree (S.D.) 
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(cont'd) 


Vandalism is done because the vandal was 
drunk. 


Some kids get angry when they fail a test, 
so they vandalize the school. 


Most cases of vandalism are reported to 
the police. 


People do vandalism because they can get 
away with it. 


When people are bored they are more likely 
to vandalize. 


Parents don't teach that vandalism is 
wrong, and this causes vandalism. 


Some vandalism is done because some people 
don't like immigrants. 
Vandalism is often done accidently. hota es Rie 


People don't report vandalism because they 
are intimidated - they are afraid of retal 
iation. 


People commit vandalism because they don't 
care about the property of others. 


(1) | Vandalism is done by groups, not indivi- 


Vandalism of schools is often committed by 
students who have been in trouble with 
their parents. 


Vandalism is more frequent in neighbour- 
hoods where people don't know each other. 


People who would not commit vandalism 
alone, often do so as part of a group. 
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APPENDIX "A-2" 


THE SOCIAL PLANNING AND RESEARCH COUNCIL OF HAMILTON AND DISTRICT 
1535 King Street East Hamilton, Ontario - L8N 1Bl 


WORKSHOP ON VANDALISM 


May -17),, 1979 


Questionnaire to be completed at conclusion of afternoon workshop. 


IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER 


Which small group workshops did you attend? Please check (v), 
Police and Citizen Co-operation 
Community Resources 
Existing Programmes 


Sociological and Psychological Perspectives 


continued ... 
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1. Indicate whether you believe the examples listed below are acts of 
vandalism. 


UNCERTAIM 


Boy playing baseball accidentally knocks 
ball through window 


Bending car aerials 


Soaping windows 
Beating up another person 


"Convention" pranks causing damage 


Minor thefts, not over $25.00 (i.e., 
taking towels from hotels) 


Pulling fire alarms 


Writing on walls (graffitti) 


Throwing beer bottles at a football game 


"Strike" action causing damage 


2 Please say whether you think the following statements are TRUE or FALSE. 


'In the Criminal Code, vandalism is con- 
sidered a crime. 


( Vandalism is only a problem in big: 
cities and not in small towns in the 
( 
( 


b 
c 

country. 
d 


) 

) | 

) | Vandalism is not a problem in my neigh- 
bourhood. 

) 


Vandalism is on the increase. 
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3. (a) Do you think that communities can establish programs to prevent van- 
dalism from becoming a problem? 


Yes No 


(b) Who should be responsible for establishing these programs? 


Police Community groups Recreation departments 
Parents Social agencies Municipal authorities 
Schools Insurance companies 


(c) If you wanted to get such a program started in your community, whom 
would you approach? 


4. The total cost of damages caused by vandalism in one year in our 
Hamilton-Wentworth Region is: (please check the correct answer) 


Less than $10,000 $25,000 $200,000 
$45 million $1 million $3 million 


More than $3 million 


ay Please say whether you agree or disagree with each of the following 
statements. 


Strongly Agree (S.A.) Agree (A.) Uncertain (U.) 


Disagree (D.) Strongly Disagree (S.D.) 


continued .. 


Vandalism is done because the vandal was 
drunk. 


Some kids get angry when they fail a test, 
so they vandalize the school. 


Most cases of vandalism are reported to 
the police. 


People do vandalism because they can get 
away with it. 


(e) |When people are bored they are more likely 
to vandalize. 


Parents don't teach that vandalism is 
wrong, and this causes vandalism. 


(g) |Some vandalism is done because some people 
don't like immigrants. 
) | Vandalism is often done accidently. 


People don't report vandalism because they 
are intimidated - they are afraid of retal 
iation. 


People commit vandalism because they don't 
care about the property of others. 


Vandalism is done by groups, not indivi- 


Vandalism of schools is often committed by 
students who have been in trouble with 
their parents. 


(0) | Vandalism is more frequent in neighbour- 
hoods where people don't know each other. 


(p) |People who would not commit vandalism 
alone, often do so as part of a group. 
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How useful have you found the day in terms of helping you to under- 
stand how communities can take action to reduce vandalism? 


VERY QUITE |SATIS- |NOT VERY|NOT AT ALL 
HELPFUL | HELPFUL | FACTORY | HELPFUL {HELPFUL 


“Causes and Myths" 


GROUP WORKSHOPS YOU ATTENDED: 


Police and Citizen 
Co-operation 
Community Resources ee 
Sociological & Psycho 
logical Perspectives 


VERY QUITE |SATIS- |NOT VERY |NOT AT ALL 
HELPFUL | HELPFUL | FACTORY |} HELPFUL |HELPFUL 


The whole day 
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APPENDIX "B" 


P.I.L.0.T. PROJECT 


Funded by: Canada Works 


Co-sponsored by: Community Services Branch, Y.M.C.A. 
and Committee on Vandalism, S.P.R.C. 


The Committee on Vandalism co-sponsored a Canada Works project, (P.I.L.O.T. 
--- Programs Initiating Leadership, Outreach, and Training), which was de- 
signed to aid two Hamilton communities in identifying and dealing with 
youth and community problems. 


Two areas were chosen for project involvement, McQuesten (an east-end 
community) as Area I and west-Mountain as Area II. Both communities were 
studied utilizing a variety of methods to determine their social and re- 
creational needs. When this process was completed several directions 
were followed. 


In Area I the P.I.L.0.T. staff worked closely with the McQuesten Commu~ 
nity Association. Projects undertaken in Area I included:- 
1. Developing the McQuesten Ladies League. 


2. Obtaining subsidization from the Y.M.C.A. to send twenty area 
children to a summer day camp. 


- Operating a neighbourhood summer recreational program. 


3 

4, Publishing the McQuesten Monthly newsletter. 

5. Lobbying for improvements to local Hamilton Housing Units. 
6 


Developed a Community Resource Manual listing facilities and re- 
sources in the community. 


In Area II the P.I.L.0.T. staff worked closely with the Brown's Park Com- 
munity Council. Projects undertaken in Area II included:- 


1. Worked with a Needs Committee which identified and priorized area 
needs. 


2. Developed a Youth Employment Centre. 
3. Opened a summer Youth Centre. 


4. Developed a West-Mountain Community Information Booklet. 


It was felt that the P.I.L.0O.T. staff were able to work with community 
groups in completing many valuable objectives during the one-year pro- 
ject duration. There were many obstables which were imposed by the 
nature of the funding criteria. Undoubtedly the staff had a short-term 
affect on the communities in which they were housed and it is hoped that 
through the project's time-limited support the long-term affect will be 
positive. 
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